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1. Introduction 
 
Amelia Mary Earhart (born July 24, 1897 – disappeared July 2, 1937, declared dead January 5, 
1939) was an American aviation pioneer and author. During an attempt to make a 
circumnavigational flight of the globe in 1937 in a Lockheed Model 10-E Electra, Earhart and 
navigator Fred Noonan disappeared over the central Pacific Ocean near Howland Island 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amelia_Earhart).  
 
The aim of this exercise is to explore various theories on Amelia Earhat’s disappearance by 
developing evidence-based argumentations. Section 2 presents the inquiry and Section 3 
presents the corresponding argumentation developed with the sInvestigator system.  
sInvestigator may be downloaded from http://lac.gmu.edu/sInvestigator/ 
The knowledge base containing the argumentation may be downloaded from  
http://... 
 
2. Inquiry: What happened to Amelia Earhart? 
 
Four possible answers are explored: 

• Amelia Earhart's Electra landed on the Nikumaroro island and died of thirst or 
starvation. 

• Amelia Earhart purposely disappeared and assumed a new identity. 
• Amelia Earhart was captured by Japan and executed as a United States spy. 
• Amelia Earhart's Electra crash into the ocean and sank. 
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3. Analysis 
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